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World Humanitarian Summit  

The World Humanitarian Summit began today in Istanbul. For the UN 

Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, the summit must serve to shape our future 

and provide an opportunity for people to live with dignity. "We are here to 

design a new future. Today we declare: We are one humanity with a shared 

responsibility. Let's settle here and now not only on how to keep people alive, 

but how to give them the opportunity to live with dignity", said Ban. 

  

 
The World Humanitarian Summit began today in Istanbul Turkey. Some 24 Member States and 
representatives of national NGO accompany the delegation of Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Photo: World Humanitarian Summit. 

 

The Secretary General stressed the need to implement the agenda prepared 

for this summit, based on five basic responsibilities. The first one: prevent 

conflicts before they break out. The second of those responsibilities is to 

protect civilians. In this regard, he explained that "the parties in conflict 

violated the rules of war and the international humanitarian law". Thirdly, he 

proposed that no one is marginalized, conforming with Agenda 2030 for 

development, and fourth, he recommended lowering or end humanitarian 

needs by going to the foundation cause. All these responsibilities lead to a 

final, which is the investment in humanity, the need to seek new and greater 

sources of funding for humanitarian aid and development. 

 

 

Highlights 
 WORLD HUMANITARIAN SUMMIT: The 

summit began today in Turkey. The 
Secretary General of the United Nations 
appeals to invest more in humanity. The 
summit will conclude tomorrow, 24 May, 
with a proposal for the new global 
humanitarian agenda. 
 

 VOLCANIC ACTIVITY: Costa Rican 
authorities monitor the Turrialba volcano. 
It has restricted access to nearby 
communities. The center of the country is 
affected by ashes from the volcano. 

 

 AH1N1: The Ministry of Health in Ecuador 
reported 51 deaths from H1N1. So far 
Pichincha remains the province with the 
highest number of deaths, with 24 cases. 

Monitoring 

Zika 
 

 El Niño 

  
 

Numers of the week 

 

661 
Deaths after the 
earthquake in 
Ecuador 

 

29,000 
People sheltered 
after the earthquake 
in Ecuador 

Early Warning 

    
Select an icon to enter the specialized follow-up site for 

emergencies, by its classification. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 

through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. 

Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and 

suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org  

                                          

World Humanitarian Summit 
In the plenary of the Summit, Ban Ki -moon said the 

Summit is the opportunity for world leaders to 

commit to this agenda. World Humanitarian 

Summit, which will conclude tomorrow, met in 

Istanbul to six thousand people from more than 180 

countries participating in four roundtables, fifteen 

special sessions and over 140 side events. The 

delegation of Latin America and the Caribbean 

compiles 24 Member States and representatives of 

NGO and humanitarian partners who have been part 

of the process. 
Source: United Nations. 

 

Earthquake 

ECUADOR 

Ecuador registered until Saturday (May 21, 2016) 

some 1,613 aftershocks up to 6.8 magnitude, after 

the 7.8-magnitude earthquake that devastated 

some coastal towns on April 16, said the Geophysical 

Institute. Five weeks ago, Ecuador was hit by the 

earthquake of 7.8 magnitude left 661 dead and 

thousands homeless, of which about 29,000 are still 

in shelters. Some 73,000 people were displaced from 

their homes and thousands of people are being 

welcomed by vulnerable families whose resources 

are already stretched, increasing the risk of tensions 

among the population. 
Source: National Authorities, via Diario El Comercio. 

 

Volcanic Activity 

COSTA RICA 

The Turrialba volcano presents intense eruptions of 

gases and ash, which keeps the authorities of Costa 

Rica monitoring the situation. The population in the 

center of the country faces ash fall and occasional 

bursts of sulfur smell. The volcano, located 70 

kilometers east of San Jose, registered the largest 

eruptions since its revival in 2014, with columns of 

ash up to 3,000 meters, according to the 

Volcanological and Seismological Observatory of 

Costa Rica. The wind helped spread this material by 

most of the center of the country, which has delay 

part the flights at the Juan Santamaria Airport and 

forced people to restrict outside activities. Experts 

and authorities remain monitoring the volcano from 

Thursday (May 19, 2016), although there has been no 

more damage than expected in the natural and 

agricultural environment immediately the volcano. 
Source: Volcanological and Seismological Observatory of Costa 

Rica via Radio La Primerísima . 

 

 

Epidemics - Influenza AH1N1 

ECUADOR 

The Ministry of Health reported 51 deaths from 

H1N1. So far Pichincha remains the province with the 

highest number of deaths (24 cases). This week 

300,000 vaccines were supplied in the provinces 

affected by the earthquake of April 16 (Manabí and 

Esmeraldas) as well as in places where the largest 

number of cases is recorded. Health authorities 

indicate that these doses will be targeted at the most 

susceptible patients: children under five, elderly 

people, pregnant women and health workers 

treating patients with influenza. Across the country 

there are 379 reported cases of AH1N1. 
Source:Ministry of Health via Diario El Comercio. 
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